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US 

Sept 5

• EO 14346 
instructs 
implementatio
n of the Joint 
Statement

EU Aug 
2025

• EC proposal 
for regulation 
implementing 
the Joint 
Statement

EU/US 
Aug 2025

• Joint 
Statement

EU/US 
July 2025

• EU/US Deal 
Announced

EU/US

Summer 
2025

• Extension on 
Pauses

EU

Apr 2025

• Rebalancing 
measures 
paused until 
July

US

Apr 2025

• 10% on all 
paused for 
90-days 
except China

• 25% Autos / 
Parts

US

Mar 2025

• 25% Alum 
and Steel EO 
10895 and 
10896
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EU-US Trade Deal Timeline
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EU-US Trade Deal Status

• On the EU side, the European Union: 

• Secured — at least for now — Most Favored Nation(1) treatment for several goods exported to the United States. 

• Released their proposal for a regulation which will proceed via the ordinary legislative procedure, involving both the 

European Parliament and the Council.  Highlights include:

• Elimination of customs duties on industrial goods originating in the United States;

• Suspension of ad-valorem (percentage-based) duties on selected agricultural and seafood goods;

• Opening of tariff quotas for certain U.S. agricultural, industrial and chemical goods, thus allowing for limited quantities 

to be imported at reduced or zero tariffs.

• On the U.S. side, implementation is underway:

• Executive Order 14346, issued on September 5th, followed by a Federal Register notice on September 25th reduced tariffs 

on EU automobiles and parts to 15%, retroactive from August 1st. It also applied MFN-only tariffs to agreed EU product 

groups starting September 1st. 

• Note:  these measures replaced the 10% baseline tariff introduced in April 2025 and exempted several categories of EU 

imports, namely aircraft, natural resources and pharmaceuticals.

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0471
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/09/10/2025-17507/modifying-the-scope-of-reciprocal-tariffs-and-establishing-procedures-for-implementing-trade-and
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EU-US Trade Deal Unpacked

US Benefits. The European Union will:

• Eliminate tariffs on US industrial goods

• Apply “preferential market access” to US seafood and agricultural goods. 

• The European Union will purchase $750 billion of US liquified natural gas, 
oil, and nuclear energy and at least $40 billion worth of US AI chips. The 
joint statement also indicates that EU companies are expected to invest 
$600 billion across US strategic sectors through 2028 and that the European 
Union plans to increase its procurement of US military equipment. 

EU Benefits. The United States will:

• Apply the higher of the US most favored nation (“MFN”) tariff rate or a 15% 
tariff (ceiling) rate on most EU goods. 

• Apply MFN-only rate unavailable natural resources (such as cork), all 
aircraft and aircraft parts (reinstating the Civil Air exemption), generic 
pharmaceuticals and their ingredients and chemical precursors.  Note:  EU 
spirit tariffs were not further negotiated.

• Ensure the Section 232 tariff rate applicable to pharmaceuticals, 
semiconductors, and lumber, which consists of the MFN tariff and potential 
future Section 232 tariffs, does not exceed 15%. 

Joint Resolutions.

• European Union and the United States to cooperate to ring-fence their 
domestic markets for aluminum and steel (and their respective derivatives) 
from global overcapacity and to secure supply chains in these products. 

• The United States and European Union will also commit to removing non-
tariff barriers to trade, such as by mutual recognition of automobile 
standards between the jurisdictions or by working to streamline sanitary 
certification for agricultural products and minimizing the impact of EU 
deforestation. 

• Commitment to remove barriers to digital trade, such as network usage fees 
and the imposition of duties on electronic transmissions. 

• Non-preferential Rules of origin will be negotiated to ensure that the 
benefits of the agreement will predominantly flow to the United States and 
European Union.

• The European Union and United States will cooperate to protect their 
economies and enhance supply chain resilience by coordinating their export 
control policies to prevent diversion of sensitive goods and technologies — 
such as advanced AI compute — to countries of concern. 

Released via Joint Statement on August 21

https://www.internationaltradecomplianceupdate.com/2025/08/18/the-european-commission-seeks-feedback-on-non-preferential-rules-of-origin/
https://sanctionsnews.bakermckenzie.com/us-what-the-new-white-house-ai-action-plan-and-executive-order-mean-for-export-controls/


Other EU-US Considerations
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Today’s session goes beyond the deal — We will cover what businesses need to know EU / US 
state of trade and practical implications

• Trade reality ≠ trade headlines — companies must still manage duties, exclusions, and 
enforcement risk in real time, for example, Section 232 measures, and their derivatives, 
continue to impact EU–U.S. trade across key sectors

• EU Customs Reform is approaching — significant structural changes ahead for importers, 
exporters, and intermediaries

Preparation matters now — understanding today’s requirements is essential!
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My Discussion 
points:

Preparing for …

- Logistics
- Trade Compliance

- Operations 
(Manufacturing & 

Distribution)
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General Thoughts …

❑ EU Trade Deal is a work in 
process

❑ Paying strict attention
❑ Understanding options in 

mitigation
❑ Being able to “Pivot 

Quickly”
❑ Peripheral Issues: NATO & 

Ukraine
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Valuation Origin HTS

Related 
Parties

Bills of 
Materials

Some General Concerns:
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Reasonably 
Stable

Red Sea 
Opening Up

Carriers & 
Terminal 

Operators … asset 
placement

Logistics
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Trade Compliance

Tariff Layering
Shifting 

Regulations 
on Tariffs

Stricter 
Enforcement

EU-US Trade Deal Unpacked: How to Prepare
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Operations: Manufacturing & 
Distribution

Cost Escalations

Complicated Customs Clearance

Impacting Margins, Profits & 
Competitiveness
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FTZ

Bonded

Tariff 
Engineering

Drawback

Freight Consolidation

Demand Planning

Warehousing/Dist
ribution

Comprehensive 
Robust Landed Cost 
Modeling

Robust Supply Chain 
Assessments

Choice of INCO 
Terms

Utilization of 
Technology … 
Import vs. Export

Free Trade 
Agreements
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Bringing in Guidance 
& Expertise

Trade Compliance 
Management

Making Informed 
Decisions!!!

First Sale

EU-US Trade Deal Unpacked: How to Prepare
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In summary:
❑ EU Trade Deal … Opportunites & Challenges

❑ Paying Attention & Staying Informed

❑ Aligning with Trade Professionals

❑ Understanding there are Numerous Risk and 
Spend Solutions

EU-US Trade Deal Unpacked: How to Prepare
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Thomas Cook, Managing Director
Blue Tiger International
tomcook@bluetigerintl.com
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